,V A T E R      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
jricks was Minister of the Court; the BenckendorfTs and others held '
nany of the higher posts in the administration; while the German
Emperor and the Tsar had military plenipotentiaries attached to each
other's person, maintaining personal contact quite independent of their
diplomatic missions. Germans, or Russians of German origin, were
generally the managers of big estates and the directors of most indus-
trial concerns. The gradual elimination of this German influence was
very noticeable'between 1905 and the outbreak of the First World War.
To the Russian Slav the words "foreign" and "German" were synony-
mous: nemeiki Many people in Britain would have had greater
sympathy for Bolshevism or Leninism if they had realized the basic
force behind the movement, and still more if the Communist Party
in Russia had not tried to propagate its theories abroad, or if abroad
extreme Left-wingers and a wordy intelligentsia had not sought to
use Bolshevism as a stick with which to beat their own theoretical
drums. It was not Marxian Communism but the revolt of a race
against a system and a caste, both of which were alien to it.
I remember Mr. Lloyd George saying during the Peace Conference
of 1919 that Bolshevism would end in extreme nationalism, and he was
assuredly right. Germany might overrun Russia from Poland to the
Urals, but, as Tolstoi says, it is not battles which decide the ultimate
fate of nations. The spirit of the Slav will survive, as it always has
survived, in spite of the Rurik autocracy or Mongol invasions. One
cannot but believe that Germany will be fated one day, when the gods
—who remember everlastingly and strike remorselessly—choose their
moment, bitterly to regret the evil day when Hitler's Nazis chose wan-
tonly to attack Russia and revive that savage latent hatred of the Slav
for the Teuton. Just as the Napoleonic aggressions stimulated, no
less than Frederick the Great and Bismarck, German nationalism, so
will Hitler contribute, no less than Lenin and Stalin, to unify the Slavs
and invigorate the Slav genius, which has so long been fettered by
restraints of foreign origin alien to its true conception and natural gifts.
The Japanese aggression on the Chinese is possibly having the same
effect in countries still farther east.
But when I was first posted to Russia that December 1905, German
influence was still predominant. The Russo-Japanese War had just
been brought to a conclusion by the Treaty of Portsmouth, and the
encouragement and support Britain had lent to Japan in the course of

